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Students begin new election




Election week for Taylor of-
ficials is drawing closer as 
Spring semester continues to 
move forward.
The campaigns for student 
body president, vice president, 
interclass council (ICC) and stu-
dent senate begins on Mar. 27 
at midnight. On April 3 peo-
ple can vote for their officials 
of choice – setting in place the 
student government for next 
school year.
“Running for an elective po-
sition is a very vulnerable but 
also a very cool experience be-
cause it serves as an opportu-
nity to get to interact with so 
many people that maybe you 
didn’t interact with before,” said 
senior and Student Body Presi-
dent Josh Clement.
The student body presi-
dent’s office serves the role of 
representing students to ad-
ministration, representing ad-
ministration to students and 
leading Taylor Student Orga-
nization (TSO).
Besides student body presi-
dent and vice president, there 
are four spots open within 
each class for ICC and two to 
three spots open for student 
senate for most dorms.
The process of becoming an 
official candidate is straight-
forward. First, candidates 
Juniors Andrew Baker and Brielle Fowlkes play lovers 
who face a distressing fate at the hands of the sea in “Metamorphoses”.
Photograph by Brianna Kinsey
President Donald Trump called for a state of emergency on Friday, Feb. 15.
Photograph provided  by Google
Seniors Josh Clement and Julia Noonan, Student Body President and Vice President, will soon be passing the torch to the next generation.
Meet the 
athlete of the 
week Page 8
ELECTION continues on Page 2
Trump calls national state of emergency
President wants 
to build the wall
Gabby Carlson
Co-Editor in Chief
In a televised conference on Fri-
day, President Donald Trump 
called a state of emergency on 
our southern border. Within the 
day, the president had lawsuits 
filed against him.
In the last two months, Trump 
asked Congress for 5.7 billion 
dollars to build a wall between 
the United States and Mexi-
co, like he promised he would 
in his campaign. However, 
this request caused a govern-
ment shutdown, the longest in 
American history, and even-
tually led to the refusal of the 
funds for the project.
Jakob Miller, professor of 
political science, believes the 
president has the authority to 
declare a national emergen-
cy, but having the authority to 
build a wall is in question.
“The President is claiming 
that section 2808, which con-
cerns military construction, 
fits that bill,” Miller said. “Most 
legal scholars seem to take the 
POOL continues on Page 2
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Theatre play this 
weekend Page 7
must attend a mandatory 
meeting on Mar. 5. There, in-
formation will be given to can-
didates about the campaigning 
and election process.
Then, the student body pres-
ident candidates will need to 
receive signatures from at least 
10 percent of the student body 
and ICC candidates will need 
to attain signatures from at 
least 10 percent of their class. 
Once this is finished, candi-
dates are officially running 
for office.
“These initial information 
meetings actually become 
really important for us,” Di-
rector of Student Programs 
Steve Austin said. “The one 
(meeting) that was just kind 
of open, and then there’s one 
that’s coming up that’s more 
mandatory. The mandatory 
(meeting) will be good, the de-
tails that sets in place like, ‘Hey, 
you need to do this petition.’”
Austin said the impact of 
student elections is significant 
in the TSO office. Most other 
offices in the Taylor commu-
nity are not determined by the 
student body. However, Aus-
tin hires no one that works for 
him. 
The elected student body 
president and vice president 
make the decisions.
Once those two positions are 
selected, the entire TSO exec-
utive cabinet is put together 
by them and in turn the exec-
utive cabinet each hire their 
own cabinet members. 
For Taylor students to stay 
involved and find out who 
is running for certain posi-
tions, events will be held from 
Mar. 27 to April 3 to provide 
more information.
Clement said the first event 
will be a panel on Wheeler 
Stage in the LaRita Boren Cam-
pus Center. Clement and Vice 
President Julia Noonan, who is 
also a senior, will facilitate dis-
cussions with candidates and 
ask them questions. Students in 
the audience can also ask ques-
tions to gain more information.
The next event will be a meet 
and greet where Clement and 
Noonan will provide food for 
students and a space for them 
to interact face-to-face with 
people running in the stu-
dent government.
opposite view. We'll likely see 
more resistance than normal 
from Congress, and maybe 
from the Court, so this is like-
ly to draw public attention.”
The New York Times re-
ported that the state of emer-
gency is on the basis of drugs 
and immigrants entering our 
country illegally. This measure 
will free up about $8 billion of 
funds for the president to use 
for the wall. 
These funds primarily came 
from the Department of De-
fense’s military construction 
projects. These will either be 
canceled or unobligated mon-
ey will be used. The sum total 
from this budget is estimated 
at 3.6 billion dollars. 
The president will also po-
tentially have access to $2.5 
billion devoted to counternar-
cotics programs and about 600 
million dollars from an asset 
forfeiture fund in the Treasury 
Department. To round this off 
to the full $8 billion, Trump is 
receiving $1.375 billion dollars 
from the bill Congress passed 
last week to construct fencing 
on 55 miles of the border. 
Tom Jones, professor of 
history, stated there have been 
almost 60 national emergen-
cies since 1976 when Congress 
passed the National Emergen-
cy Act signed by Gerald Ford. 
Both Barack Obama and 
George W. Bush declared na-
tional emergencies. 
“The declaration confers a 
set of special executive authori-
ties that are designed to give the 
president the power to effective-
ly handle emergencies, such as 
an outbreak of war,” NBC report-
er Jane C. Timm said.
Several states are suing 
Trump for this action, includ-
ing California. California at-
torney general Xavier Becerra 
and governor Gavin Newsom 
have had previous run-ins 
with Trump and continue to 
be leaders in this lawsuit, ac-
cording to ABC News.
The lawsuit states Trump’s 
lack of grounding for the ac-
tions taken. According to re-
cent statistics by the Customs 
and Border Protection Data, 
border apprehensions are 
down 75 percent since 2001. 
In 2001, there were 1,643,679 
apprehensions, compared to 
in the 396,579 apprehensions 
in 2018.
"We're suing President 
Trump to stop him from uni-
laterally robbing taxpayer 
funds lawfully set aside by 
Congress for the people of our 
states," Becerra said in Mon-
day’s statement. "For most of 
us, the Office of the Presidency 






Students rehearsing Lyric The-
atre’s “She Loves Me” rushed 
to the Rupp basement on a 
January night after an onstage 
prop pool for “Metamorpho-
ses” burst. In full costumes 
and makeup, performers bailed 
water and rushed costumes to 
dry rooms.
While Lyric Theater was pre-
paring for “She Loves Me”, the 
theatre department had been 
practicing Mary Zimmerman’s 
'Metamorphoses' pool bursts
“Metamorphoses” in Mitchell 
Theatre. “Metamorphoses” is a 
play adapted from the poem of 
the same name by the Roman 
poet Ovid. The play consists 
of several Greek and Roman 
myths, each of which utilizes 
an onstage pool.
The pool was filled Thurs-
day, Jan. 24. At 11 p.m., Techni-
cal Director Terrance Volden 
was about to leave for the night 
when he heard the sound of 
rushing water.
A stud supporting the pool 
twisted and broke, releasing its 
contents. Water leaked down 
under the stage into the Rupp 
basement, which holds the 
theater’s costume shop and 
makeup room.
Volden ran to the Recital 
Hall where Lyric Theatre was 
rehearsing to get help. Some 
students grabbed paint-cov-
ered pails to scoop water into 
five-gallon buckets and plas-
tic bins, while others dumped 
the buckets and bins outside or 
down the changing room show-
er drains.
Even people with no con-
nection to the theatre program 
came to help their fellow stu-
dents. Junior Benj Morris went 
to Samuel Morris Hall to gath-
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Senior Danielle Toren and junior Sarah Bade are participants of the Open Hands finance program.
“Additionally, at the end of the six-week program, 
students will receive a $100 check to deposit into 
their financial accounts.”
Open Hands pays participants back




This spring, Taylor students will 
once again have the opportuni-
ty to participate in Open Hands, 
a finance program where they 
will learn about money while 
earning money of their own. 
“Open Hands Finance is a 
six-week personal finance cur-
riculum designed to be run 
by students, for students,” Ra-
chel Wong, co-developer of the 
Open Hands curriculum said on 
her website. “Through a series 
of small groups, podcasts, and 
an interactive workbook, stu-
dents will learn essential finan-
cial skills for their upcoming 
foray into adulthood, all from 
a Christian perspective of gen-
erosity and wise stewardship.”
Through participation in 
Open Hands, students will 
learn finance 101 including 
how to set up a Roth IRA re-
tirement account. Additional-
ly, at the end of the six-week 
program, students will receive 
a $100 check to deposit into 
their financial accounts.
In its fourth semester at Tay-
lor, Open Hands has proven to 
be beneficial to students look-
ing to learn more about financ-
es and managing money.
Open Hands pays participants back POOL continued fromWagoner collected students that 
were in the hallways of Rupp 
and Smith-Hermanson.
As the water went down, stu-
dents used tote lids like squee-
gees to keep the water localized 
while others continued to bail.
“I think the most incredible 
part of this story is how people 
came from all across campus . 
. . to help when the pool broke,” 
Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Arts and “Metamorphoses” Di-
rector Tracy Manning said.
The water was mostly 
cleaned up around midnight 
when the recruits started re-
turning to their dorms. Lyric 
Theatre students went back 
to the Recital Hall where they 
prayed. The “Metamorphoses” 
staff continued to clean until 
2:30 a.m. and left blower fans 
to finish the job.
Following the burst, the cast 
took three to four days to re-
organize the costume shop 
and classrooms.
Volden and freshman Hai-
ley Hamilton, who is the mas-
ter carpenter for the theatre, 
redesigned the pool with ex-
tra layers, more studs, anchors 
into the concrete subfloor and 
other safety measures.
“The math was done by 
our designer to find the exact 
amount of pressure at any given 
point and the structure was en-
gineered to withstand a mini-
mum of twice that amount,” 
Volden said.
Rehearsal has resumed for 
“Metamorphoses” and the 
show is back on track. The play 
will run Feb. 22-24 and Mar. 1 
through 3.
echo@taylor.edu
Junior Lauren Murphy par-
ticipated in this program last 
semester and is now sponsor-
ing a student to participate 
this semester.
“Looking at money and the 
future is so overwhelming that 
it’s tempting to not deal with 
it at all,” Murphy said. “So I 
said this would be a good way 
to just get the groundwork 
on ‘how do I start saving’ and 
‘what do these words mean’ 
and try to build a foundation 
on how to be fiscally respon-
sible now instead of when I 
graduate.” 
Josh Meredith, MAHE stu-
dent and campus ministries 
graduate assistant, is running 
the Open Hands program this 
spring. 
As a 2014 Taylor undergradu-
ate, Meredith participated in a 
similar program his freshman 
year and understands that 
managing money can come 
naturally to some students, 
but not to others. 
“I think it’s important be-
cause it’s a discipline that, 
when created and maintained, 
can give students — and then 
future young adults who will 
be college graduates with jobs 
and living on their own — the 
freedom to be wise and bibli-
cal stewards with the resources 
they have been given,” Meredith 
said. 
Two other Taylor graduates, 
Rachel and Brian Wong (‘11), 
participated in a program sim-
ilar to Open Hands while they 
were students. 
They benefited so much from 
the program they participated 
in that they decided to create 
the Open Hands curriculum 
that Taylor students use today.
“Although neither Brian or I 
are financial planners, we be-
lieve that is actually a strength 
in reaching this audience be-
cause we can relate: we were in 
their shoes not that long ago,” 
Wong said.
Meredith encourages par-
ticipation in this program as 
students will earn $100 to put 
into savings just by complet-
ing the curriculum, among 
many other benefits. Students 
will also become more knowl-
edgeable on how to be biblical 
stewards with money and will 
have opened a Roth IRA retire-
ment fund account that will 
grow each day. 
Students participating in 
Open Hands are divided into 
small groups led by former 
Open Hands participants 
and current Taylor students. 
Groups will meet for one hour 
every week for six weeks to 
complete the course. 
“It’s absolutely worth your 
time,” Meredith said. “You are 
getting paid to learn about 
money. That’s a pretty good 
incentive in and of itself.”
Murphy agreed saying that 
simply dedicating one hour a 
week to the program will al-
low students to reap the bene-
fits later on in life. 
Students have until Mon-
day, Feb. 25 to sign up for the 
Spring 2019 Open Hands pro-
gram. They can email josh_
meredith@taylor.edu with more 
questions or to register. This 
program will continue run-
ning in future semesters for ad-
ditional student participation.
echo@taylor.edu
Posters with more informa-
tion about the events com-
ing up will be put up around 
Taylor’s campus.
While Clement feels this 
process can be scary to be out 
in the open as a candidate, the 
experience of being in student 
government at Taylor cannot 
be understated for Noonan.
“Trying to cultivate and 
maintain a healthy, growing 
community from so many 
people and processes is a 
challenging and important 
undertaking,” Noonan said. “I 
feel blessed to see more clear-
ly how Taylor community 
members all over campus are 
doing that and to have been 
elected and invited into that 





“‘The theme of Sexuality and the Body Week 
this year is Body, Mind, and Soul, so we 
want the art show to spark conversations 
about these topics as we get ready for that 
week later in March,’ junior and member of 
CoPro, Brad Walker said.”
The art show ‘Meraki’
February 22, 2019
Photograph provided by Instagram
 CoPro stands for Collaborative Programming. 





Feb. 28 in the galleria of the li-
brary, CoPro (Collaborate Pro-
gramming) presents the art 
show “Meraki.”
“The title of the event is Mer-
aki, which means ‘to do some-
thing with soul, creativity, or 
love; to put something of your-
self into your work,’” senior and 
CoPro president Nicki Mort-
land said.
While the show will be-
gin Feb. 28, it will continue so 
that students can have time 
to examine and experience 
the pieces.
This art show is based off 
of an event usually put on by 
Women’s Programming, which 
is now CoPro. In the announce-
ment sent to students, CoPro 
was asking for visual and writ-
ten work pertaining to gen-
der, sexuality and identity as 
it pertains to the body, soul 
and mind.
“The theme of Sexuality 
and the Body Week this year 
is Body, Mind, and Soul, so we 
want the art show to spark con-
versations about these topics 
as we get ready for that week 
later in March,” junior and 
member of CoPro, Brad Walk-
er said.
CoPro will be accepting sub-
missions pertaining to gender, 
sexuality and identity through 
Feb. 25, and the pieces can be 
emailed to nicki_mortland@
taylor.edu. The event is open 
to all Taylor students and the 
community to experience art 
and pieces portraying sexual-
ity and gender.
CoPro’s goal is that this will 
foster a space for thought and 
discussion about sexuality, 
gender and identity. Mortland 
hopes the art will be treated 
with respect and honor. Grad-
uate assistant of discipleship 
Christina Brandsma hopes that 
the art show creates reflection 
regarding the topics sexuality 
and the body will discuss later 
in the semester.
“The event is an opportunity 
for Taylor students to express 
their own understanding of 
gender, sexuality, and identity 
through their artwork if they 
chose to submit,” Mortland 
said. “For those who don’t sub-
mit, we hope that this event 
will spark deliberate conver-
sation and discussion for ev-
eryone who comes to see it, 
providing the starting points 
and language to explain our 
own understanding and expe-
rience with these topics, as well 
as listening and honoring the 
thoughts of others.”
echo@taylor.edu
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jeff cramer‏ @jpcramer
My request to follow tayloru_





Where making fun of students 




memes and I are now 
following each other. It just 
feels more right. #tayloru 
JoHannah‏ @jo_lindsay_
Lines are what hold 
American society together 
so let’s get it together, 12pm 
Chick-fil-A crowd, so I can 
get my dang nuggets + fries 
#tayloru
Alex Francis‏ @another_alex7 
Nothing’s more defeating 
than watching your friend’s 
Spotify activity go silent 
while the hours grow later 
and you realize you’re 
the only one awake doing 
homework. #tayloru
Alyssa Roat‏ @alyssawrote
So the dining commons has 
a new flavor of coffee called 
"Grogg" that is described 
as "butterscotch rum" and 
I'm getting really confused 
by this dry campus's 
mixed messages. #tayloru 
#notcomplainingthough
J. J. Hanna‏ @authorjjhanna
I tried to bribe myself to do 
a paper by offering myself 
chocolate, but instead 
of waiting until I finished 
the paper, I just ate the 
chocolate. 





8. Rhymes with waiter
11. Bottled in Stu
12. Espresso and steamed milk




3. Espresso and hot water
4. Milk alternative
5. Makes espresso drinks
6. Coffee’s home
7. Goes in the jar
9. Coffee 1.2 miles away
10. Holds coffee
For the answers to this week’s cross-
word email kamryn_koble@taylor.
edu






Senior Raquel Pratas was born 
in Portugal and grew up in Mo-
zambique with her parents and 
her younger sister. When she 
was preparing to graduate high 
school, Pratas always thought 
she would end up back in Por-
tugal for college; where she 
would find a better education 
than in Mozambique. One day, 
however, her father asked if she 
would be interested in studying 
in the United States.
It had been her dream 
to study in the U.S., so Pra-
tas jumped on the sudden 
possibility. 
Since Pratas’ parents are mis-
sionaries with an organization 
located in Wheaton, Wheaton 
College was the only school she 
considered. But her father in-
sisted she also apply to Taylor, 
so she submitted the applica-
tion — despite knowing Whea-
ton was her dream school. 
“Taylor was never my first 
choice because it was in the 
middle of the cornfields,” Pra-
tas said. “I grew up by the city 
and the beach so it’s...the oppo-
site of this.”
Since she applied in the sum-
mer, Pratas could not start her 
undergraduate degree in the 
U.S. until the following school 
year. So, after visiting both uni-
versities with her family, Pratas 
remained in Mozambique, anx-
iously waiting for Taylor and 
Wheaton to offer their accep-
tances for the fall of 2015. 
December arrived, and Pra-
tas heard from Wheaton first. 
But what should’ve revealed 
deep confirmation showed a 
sea of uncertainty instead. 
Pratas was accepted into 
Wheaton, but immediate-
ly faced another problem: 
affordability. 
“They couldn’t give me any 
scholarships,” Pratas said. “Or...
they couldn’t give me enough.”
Thinking Taylor would offer 
the same response, Pratas was 
crushed. The chance of living 
out her dreams at an American 
university was suddenly ripped 
from her fingers. So, her origi-
nal plan commenced, and she 
eventually enrolled in a Portu-
guese university. 
But God still had a different 
plan. 
In March, dreams of the U.S. 
were long gone, and yet, Pratas 
received an email from Taylor. 
She was accepted. The news 
put her in disbelief.
“What do you mean?” Raquel 
said. “They hadn’t told me any-
thing in all these months...and 
now they tell me that I’m in.”
After inquiring more from 
Taylor, Pratas was told every-
thing was taken care of for her 
education. Funding wouldn’t 
be an issue — all she had to do 
was come to Upland.
Questions raced through 
her head: Why now? Is it still a 
good idea to study in Portugal, 
or is Taylor the better choice?
Pratas couldn’t find peace. 
She was restless choosing be-
tween the comfortable home 
she’d always known and the op-
portune, yet difficult, journey 
to the U.S. that would lead her 
down roads of new languages, 
no familiar faces and dreaded 
cornfields. For about a month 
she struggled and prayed for 
God to reveal where he want-
ed her to go. Then, everything 
changed. 
“One day, I woke up, and I 
just felt like God was telling 
me Taylor was the place for 
me,” Pratas said.  
And for the first time, she felt 
at peace with what was before 
her. She knew in that moment 
where she was being called, 
and it was to the last school 
she thought she could end 
up attending.
In August of 2015, Pratas 
moved to Upland, Indiana. 
Arriving on campus, she had 
an undeniable sense of com-
ing home. She knew Taylor was 
exactly where she was meant 
to be.
Now, Pratas is on track to 
complete her degree in busi-
ness management and public 
relations this May, and the con-
fidence that this is where God 
has called her is as strong today 
as it was in 2015.
“I’m really thankful that 
God made me come to 
the cornfields.”
Where do you see the value 
in sharing stories?
“I just think it’s so import-
ant because I think that we 
can learn from other people so 
much. We always have some-
thing to share. I just think we 
become better people when we 
listen to each other and learn 






When the call 
requires faith, 
not comfort
Photograph provided by Carly Wheeler
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FRIDAY
How to get a ring 




Sure, there’s still snow on the 
ground, but do you know what 
time it is? Spring semester. And 
you don’t have a ring.
Everyone knows that if you 
aren’t engaged by Spring se-
mester, you aren’t a true Tay-
lor student, and you need to 
up your intentional communi-
ty game. But don’t worry! The 
Taylor Survival Guide can help 
you get that ring before finals 
week. Here’s how.
For the ladies:
1.     Give your significant other 
LOTS of hints.
Rub your ring finger. Wear 
lots of rings, then look at them 
and sigh. Casually mention 
your ring size. Tell him how 
much better you think Saturn 
looks with rings. Ask him to 
play ring around the rosy. Play 
“Shine Bright Like a Diamond” 
on repeat. “Accidentally” get 
lost and bring him to the jew-
eler’s instead of Wendy’s.
2.     If you have no significant 
other, go on a pick-a-date.
Pick-a-dates always lead 
to marriage.
3.     If you can’t get a man on a 
pick-a-date, be creative.
Visit the brother floor during 
open house hours. Give a 
meaningful Christian side hug. 
Invite a young fellow to Bible 
study, or even to go get coffee 
so you can discuss the chap-
el speaker.
4.     If all else fails, be bold.
Remember the phrase, “I’ve 
been praying about our re-
lationship.” Use your best fu-
ture-pastor’s-wife phrases like, 
“I can’t wait to raise my future 
children up as true disciples,” or 
“I just want to support my hus-
band in whatever God calls him 
to do.” Sign yourself and a male 
up for couples’ counseling.
For the gentlemen:
1.     Just give her the ring.
You’ve only been dating two 
weeks. But that’s okay! This is 
Taylor. God meant for you to 
be together. You’ve probably 
been giving each other awk-
ward Christian side hugs or Bi-
ble-distanced high fives for six 
months, after all. By junior year, 
all the eligible ladies are going 
to be snatched up. Act fast.
2.     If you have no significant 
other, attract her.
Taylor ladies have simple 
desires. Attend chapel. Play a 
guitar (preferably in a chapel 
band). Have a major like busi-
ness where you’ll make good 
money (and if not, you bet-
ter be going into ministry). 
Ask her if she wants to “do life 
together.” Get her coffee from 
the Bean. Buy her Chick-fil-A 
with your extra meal swipes.
3.     Get creative.
Be clever. A good line is al-
ways, “I feel more shalom as 
soon as you walk in the room,” 
followed closely by, “I’m al-
ways flourishing when I’m 
with you.” Invite her to a DTR, 
even if you’ve never met before. 
Those three letters make a girl 
lose her mind.
4.     Be bold.
Who are we kidding? By 
April, walk up to any girl in 
the DC and take a knee. Offer 
her an onion ring and she’ll say 
yes. Her reputation is at stake, 
after all, and so is yours. You 
need each other.
Remember, Taylor students: 
you’re not really here for an 
education. You’re here to find 
your soulmate. And if you don’t 
find him or her here, you’ll nev-
er find that person anywhere. 
The only eligible bachelors and 
bachelorettes in the world are 
on Taylor’s campus. Use your 
time wisely.
NOTE: This is satire. Get mar-
ried, stay single, get married 
twenty years from now, get mar-
ried to Jesus, take over the world, 
we really don’t care. Just try not 
to take up EVERY booth in the 
DC making oogly eyes at each 
other while saying grace over 
your tater tots. We all know why 
you’re really holding hands.
echo@taylor.edu
“I’m really thankful that God made me come to the cornfields.”
Humans of Taylor U
T A Y L O R  U N I V E R S I T Y 
SURVIVAL GUIDE 




Grace Olson Hall is a conjum-
ble of emotions, people, opin-
ions, experiences, laughter 
and life. It is loud. It is joyful. 
It is busy. It is home.
It is not home because of 
the comfortable temperature 
of the building, the amenities, 
the spacious rooms, the clean 
carpet or even the well-work-
ing mailbox combos. It is 
home in spite of the painful-
ly obvious lack of all those 
things and the building’s in-
convenient quirks. 
Home here often looks loud 
and busy. The stereotype of 
the extroverted “Olson Girl”, 
while not a complete picture 
of all who live in the building, 
reigns fairly true overall. 
The favorite traditions like 
Hello Saturdays, Christmas 
Morning, and many others 
help to create an atmosphere 
in Olson unlike any other.
Living in Olson feels like 
a constant rumble of nev-
er-ceasing laughter and 
movement, which is perfect 
for a college experience of fun 
and excitement.  However, Ol-
son’s culture can make some 
seasons of life confusing, 
especially if those seasons 
don’t coexist well with the 
constant laughter-infused 
buzz that defines Olson.
The culture here often feels 
like a dance, always mov-
ing and pulling people in. It 
is beautiful. However, it can 
work against someone who 
doesn’t have the energy to be 
pulled into the dance. It can 
work against someone who 
just needs to close their door 
and pause in the midst of 
the chaos.
In those moments, the open 
door policy seems more like 
a curse than a blessing. Even 
still, there is beauty in the 
challenge of finding time away 
from what feels like the cha-
os of life here. There is always 
someone who will notice the 
shut door. And when they no-
tice, they will knock.
Then, the dance slows 
down. And when the dance 
slows down, home is back. It 
feels doable to navigate the 
un-exciting and un-fun things 
in a place of so much vibrancy. 
The dance might be in slow 
motion for a while for some-
one, but the usual busy and 
fast pace of life in Olson is 
waiting for her when she is 
ready. 
Olson can be the perfect 
place in times of excitement 
and fun, and beautifully chal-
lenging in times of struggle and 
mourning. Home feels like the 
best way to describe the experi-
ence of life in Grace Olson Hall.
echo@taylor.edu
A professor’s journey 
from Brazil to Indiana
Leah Ryg
Contributor
Brazil, a distant place to Mid-
westerners, is where Laura Ed-
wards called home for more 
than 30 years of her life. 
Assistant professor of psy-
chology, Laura Edwards was 
born in Brazil and after finish-
ing her schooling in the States, 
she returned to Brazil to be a 
missionary along with her 
husband and their 9-month-
old daughter.
During her time in Brazil, 
Laura worked as a part-time 
counselor. Accompanying 
that role, she and her husband 
served as youth pastors and 
marriage and family pastors. 
They also spoke at marriage 
retreats. A key aspect of many 
of their messages was the sub-
ject of honor.
“Honoring is a non-negotia-
ble virtue,” Edwards said. “This 
applies to all areas of life, not 
just marriage.”
Many factors played into 
Edwards finding her passion 
in psychology. One of them 
being her desire to help those 
who are struggling. As a child, 
she saw problems in her fami-
ly and in her parents’ relation-
ship, so she wanted to seek out 
people with those same strug-
gles and help them.
Edwards has overcome 
many difficult situations in her 
life, with the help of God.
“When my father left, it drew 
me toward God, when I lost 
three babies through miscar-
riages it put tension in that re-
lationship,” Edwards said. 
She had to wrestle with the 
idea of God being both good 
and sovereign. These diffi-
culties taught her that, as 
Christians, trusting God is im-
portant because we don’t al-
ways get answers on this side 
of Heaven. Edwards knows that 
the difficulties she has experi-
enced have shaped her under-
standing of God. 
Throughout Edward's walk 
with Christ, she kept one verse 
at the center of her life. Micah 
6:8 says, “He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good. And what 
does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your 
God.” 
“If that’s all we do, we are 
good,” Edwards said. 
Edwards had many men-
tors who poured into her life 
and she desires to be that in 
the lives of her students. 
“Everybody needs at least 
one person who is just crazy 
about them, and let us be that 
for someone else,” Edwards 
said. “We all struggle. We all are 
broken. We’re all fixer-uppers. 
Let us extend grace to others, 
but also ourselves. Our stories 
are full of losses and gains, but 
it shapes how we see God and 
how we walk with Him. The 
way we take these losses and 
gains develop who we are and 
who we will become.”
echo@taylor.edu
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He thoroughly enjoys 





Take her to Wendy’s 
(order her a number 10, 
large coke, no sauce) and 
she will love you forever.
TheWeekly
February 22, 2019
What do you enjoy doing 
when it gets cold outside?
Dear fellow winter suffer-
er, it’s easy to be bored and 
discouraged in the midst of 
February’s blizzard, especial-
ly if you’re not used to Mid-
western weather. Luckily, I’m 
a strong advocate of college 
students having hobbies be-
yond homework and occa-
sional Chick-fil-A milkshake 
runs. 
Taylor has activities and 
clubs for everyone. Audi-
tion for The Mousetrap. Vol-
unteer with MOPS or Special 
Olympics. Join the American 
Sign Language club. Work for 
The Echo! Join your floor’s 
Air Band group. Try ice skat-
ing on the sidewalks. Maybe 
even go on a pick-a-date, or 
join the next trip to Muncie 
regardless of who’s going.
But when it’s so cold that 
you’d rather donate a kid-
ney than leave, there’s plen-
ty to do in the dorms. Learn 
how to knit or crochet. Try 
painting or drawing. Watch 
a new genre of movie. Read 
a novel, for fun. Play a card 
or video game with friends. 
Find a new way to rearrange 
your furniture, bribe your 
friends with Jumping Bean to 
help rearrange. Call a family 
member, they miss you! Do 
a simple workout (Sworkit’s 
a great app!) that doesn’t re-
quire jogging in public at the 
KSAC. Make a new playlist. 
Try an adult coloring book. 
Make a colorful spreadsheet-
-or at least that’s what I do 
for fun.
College is the perfect time 
to experiment with different 
hobbies and grow closer to 
different people. I wish you 
luck in the frozen tundra!
Have a question for Taylor? 
Open your phone’s camera, 
aim it at the QR code, and 
ask away.
Looking at life in Grace Olson Hall
Professor Profile: 
Laura Edwards
Students pose for a photograph in front of Olson Hall.
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“It’s really intriguing in this 
particular show how the water 
almost becomes another character 
in the play,”
Greek myths meets modernity in 
‘Metamorphoses’
Graphic by Liam Brettenny
Greek myths meets modernity in ‘Metamorphoses’
Audiences ask, ‘Academy Awards who?’
Oscar nominee revisits the moon landing
Taylor Theatre 




A circular pool laid still, its 
waters offering a sense of se-
renity to the scene. 
It would be a perfect place 
to relax and dip one’s toes, if 
not for one detail. This pool 
was not in some peaceful for-
est clearing; it was set into the 
stage of Mitchell Theatre. 
This is the scene of “Meta-
morphoses,” Taylor Theatre’s 
first spring performance. A 
theatrical adaptation of the 
classic collection of Greek 
myths, this play focuses on 
eleven stories, some in their 
classic forms, others updated 
to more modern times. 
Actors constantly interact 
with the water. Sometimes 
they simply dip their toes in 
it as they wash clothes, oth-
er times they completely sub-
merge themselves as they 
make their entrances and ex-
its through the pool. 
“It’s really intriguing in this 
particular show how the wa-
ter almost becomes anoth-
er character in the play,” said 
Tracy Manning, assistant 
professor of theatre arts, de-
partment co-chair and man-
aging and artistic director of 
theatre. “I think in the other 
plays I directed where there 
has been water, we used wa-
ter like water. In this play, wa-
ter is not water. Water is water 
and everything else.”
Students were faced with 
the challenge of constantly 
interacting with and swim-
ming in the water, but they 
had one other unusual chal-
lenge onstage. On either side 
of the pool, long silk ropes 
hang down to the floor. 
Throughout the show, many 
characters climb, swing or 
suspend themselves from 
these contraptions. 
“Silks are pretty tough be-
cause they are stretchy and 
silky, so when you climb you 
either slip or when you pull 
down it stretches out,” soph-
omore Paula Felemi said. 
“That was the most challeng-
ing part for me, learning how 
to climb silks.”
While learning the silks was 
the biggest challenge Felemi 
faced, he had other aspects 
of theater to get used to. This 
is his first college theater 
production. Fortunately, Fele-
mi’s place on the football team 
meant he had the strength 
training to be able to climb 
the silks and swim around the 
pool for over an hour with less 
trouble than most. 
For other, more experi-
enced actors, the play pro-
vided other challenges. Junior 
Evangeline Bouw found that 
the small cast and large 
number of roles meant she 
explored a diverse number of 
relationships with other cast 
members. 
“In a traditional play, you 
might interact kind of on a 
deeper level with two or three 
people, and then the oth-
er characters you never re-
ally see,” Bouw said. “That’s 
kind of just how plays work, 
because you can only have 
so many people onstage at 
a time.”
The wide range of char-
acters and stories explores 
many of the basic themes of 
humanity, such as romance, 
tragedy and transformation. 
Manning hopes students will 
reflect on how such themes 
play into their own lives as 
Christians and residents of a 
fallen world.  
Despite the mix of classic 
myths, actors are certain au-
diences can enjoy the play 
without any prior knowledge 
of Greek mythology. 
“I think anyone can come 
and anyone can appreci-
ate it,” senior Bradley Jensen 
said. “You don’t have to know 
Ovid’s poem, you just have to 
be a human, because that is 
what it’s about.”
echo@taylor.edu
The Oscars struggle 
for relevance in 2019
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer
The 91st annual Acad-
emy Awards can be de-
scribed so far as “messy.” 
After last year’s dis-
mal ratings (viewership 
fell nearly 20 percent in 
2018 from the previous 
year), some changes had 
to be made in the name 
of relevance. 
Unfortunately, due to 
backlash, most of these 
changes such as the 
addition of a “Popular 
Film” category and the 
decision that not all of 
the nominated songs 
would be performed 
have all been retracted. 
The Academy also pro-
posed presenting some 
awards during commer-
cial breaks, which met 
further criticism via an 
open letter written by 
popular directors such 
as Alfonso Caron and 
Quentin Tarantino. 
Effectively, any effort 
the Academy has con-
sciously made to shake 
things up has been shut 
down by public outcry.  
But this awards cere-
mony will be different in 
one respect. There will 
be no host.
C o m e d i a n  Ke v i n 
Hart, who was original-
ly booked for the gig, 
stepped down after re-
fusing to apologize for 
homophobic tweets. 
The main problem 
with the Oscars seems 
to be relevance. In a 
joint survey by Survey 
Monkey and TIME last 
year, 65 percent of the 
1,875 respondents re-
ported watching be-
tween zero and two of 
the nominations for best 
picture. 
This year, “Black Pan-
ther” was the only movie 
nominated for best pic-
ture that was a block-
buster hit. If it wins, it 
will be the first time in 15 
years that a blockbuster 
movie has won. 
Other movies that 
were popular among 
movie-goers and crit-
ics alike such as “A Qui-
et Place” and “Eighth 
Grade” were noticeably 
snubbed, the former re-
ceiving only one nomi-
nation for “Best Sound 
Editing” and the latter 
receiving none. 
This relevance seems 
to spread to Taylor. 
“I’m not planning on 
watching the Oscars. 
I don’t even know the 
movies that are nomi-
nated,” sophomore Lucy 
Patnaude said. 
So to those of you loyal 
holdouts planning your 
Oscar party on Sunday, 
have fun watching alone.
echo@taylor.edu





Gosling plays a quiet and 
reserved Armstrong with 
very good emotional 
depth and realism. From 
his posture and manner-
isms to his speech pat-
terns, it was a refreshing 
departure from his past 
roles and stereotype as 
“the guy from ‘The Note-
book.’” Armstrong’s rela-
tionship with his family 
and how his work with 
NASA impacts them is a 
large part of the narra-
tive in “First Man” and 
helps ground a character 
who is viewed so high-
ly in American history. 
While not the main draw 
for a film involving ear-
ly space travel and cer-
tainly a weaker aspect of 
the film as a whole, Cha-
zelle’s quiet portrayal of 
Armstrong’s home life 
delivered a refreshing 
perspective, with Claire 
Foy delivering a sol-
id performance as Jan-
et Armstrong.
Pivoting from the 
down-to-earth story 
beats, Chazelle also de-
livers some of the most 
harrowing scenes of 
early space travel put to 
film. Prepare to grip your 
seats during intense mo-
ments as NASA’s trial and 
error leading up to the 
Apollo 11 mission chal-
lenges Armstrong’s mind 
and body. 
The pacing and visuals 
certainly provide power-
ful scenes, but what tips 
them over the edge is the 
sound effects and mix-
ing for which “First Man” 
is nominated for sever-
al Oscars. Transforming 
the already dramatic 
story into something 
more akin to a horror 
film, the sounds of a tiny 
metal capsule flinging 
about several pilots and 
buckling under immense 
pressure were extremely 
well done. 
“First Man” is a well 
shot, well executed mov-
ie, with the intense and 
beautiful sequences in-
volving space and Gos-
ling’s performance as 
Armstrong being the 
highlights. Some slow-
er moments in the film 
made the movie drag 
slightly in the middle, 
but the beginning and 
end portions of the film 
mixed with great act-
ing all around definite-
ly hold Chazelle’s fourth 
feature film at a de-
served four out of five 
stars. 
Although we know the 
end result of the struggle 
to put man on the Moon, 
the journey to that con-
clusion in “First Man” 
was captivating and 
a strong aspect of the 
movie. Seeing the men 
and women devote their 
time and life was cap-
tured beautifully with 
Linus Sandberg as Cin-
ematographer (“La La 
Land”). It also stands 
as a piercing reminder 
of the danger Neil Arm-
strong, Buzz Aldrin 
and many others since 
have faced while fur-
thering human space 
endeavors.  
“First Man” opened in 
theaters on Oct. 12, 2018 
and has garnered large 
appeal by the Academy 
of Motion Pictures due 
to its fantastic score 
and sound editing. It 
currently sits with four 
nominations in 2019’s 
Oscar race for Produc-
tion Design, Sound Mix-
ing, Sound Editing and 
Visual Effects.
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C.S. Lewis and Friends 
Tea
The Crooked Made 
Straight
Today – 4 p.m.
Taylor Theatre
Metamorphoses 
Feb. 22, 23 & March 1, 
2 – 8 p.m.
Feb. 24 & March 
3 – 2 p.m.
IFC Noms Noms & Nom 
Noms
Oscars Viewing Party




Feb. 28 – 4-5:30 p.m.
Euler Legacy Commons
Nostalgia Night
Feb. 23 – 8:15 p.m.
Rediger Chapel
A&E
Stay Up To Date
Senior Anna Kaye Schulte stands in the spotlight as Taylor Theatre presents “Metamorphoses.”
Only 35% of students will watch a majority of the Oscars
Photograph  by Abigail Roberts





“‘In the ideal world, we would have money to 
renovate halls consistently,’ Craton said. ‘I 
believe all halls are on a rotating schedule 
based on a sequence of what hall is on deck 




“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Taylor’s facilities need 
more attention
Taylor University was found-
ed in 1846, and quite frank-
ly, it seems as if some of the 
university buildings have not 
been renovated since that day. 
Leaks in the ceiling of Rupp, 
the lack of air conditioning in 
Wengatz, Olson and English, 
and the overall condition of 
buildings on campus is noth-
ing to overlook. 
With over 30 structures on 
campus, it seems unrealistic 
for every building to be top-of-
the-line quality at all times. But 
that does not excuse letting a 
building deteriorate to a sub-
standard condition.
Tom Jones, dean of the school 
of arts, biblical studies and hu-
manities, said over email what 
he knew regarding the upkeep 
of buildings on campus.
“I know that President Haines 
and his staff are committed to 
projects that enhance the over-
all appearance of campus, up-
grading our historic buildings 
and adding new ones that sup-
port the university’s academic 
vision,” Jones said. 
While the issue of raising 
money may be one that im-
pedes on the improvement 
of buildings, or building new 
structures all together, the Tay-
lor administration likely has 
other resources that it can con-
tribute to the upkeep of univer-
sity buildings. 
“Raising money for construc-
tion projects such as those 
included in the university’s 
master plan while keeping tu-
ition as affordable as possible 
and providing competitive sal-
aries for faculty and staff and 
paying the cost of utilities is 
not an easy task in the 21st 
Century,” Jones said. 
The lack of application of 
resources to buildings is a 
growing concern, specifically 
among students. 
Some concern comes from 
the poor quality of roofing in 
certain buildings, other con-
cerns come from the lack of 
air conditioning in three of the 
eight residence halls. 
An opinion article, titled 
“Taylor University Needs to 
Cool It,” dives into the issues 
concerning the absence of 
air conditioning in three of 
the eight Taylor dorms. Hope 
Bolinger, a ‘19 Taylor , covered 
the story in late August. Se-
nior Jori Hanna, a colleague of 
Bolinger, conducted a survey 
regarding student satisfaction 
within the dorms. 
“Of the 61 students surveyed, 
57 percent said they preferred 
to study in their rooms over all 
other places on campus and 76 
percent of the total surveyed 
said they best studied in an en-
vironment between 68 and 76 
degrees,” Bolinger wrote. 
Today, it seems as if air con-
ditioning is something to be 
expected in residence life. 
And, as a readily available 
commodity, air conditioning 
should be available in all stu-
dent housing.
“Less than 10 percent of the 
respondents felt comfortable 
studying in rooms without air 
conditioning,” Bolinger wrote. 
Sophomore Peter Williams is 
a resident of Wengatz Hall, one 
of the current university dorms. 
“While I believe that a lower 
quality dorm experience builds 
community, Taylor needs to 
stop using this notion as an ex-
cuse for not improving dorm 
conditions,” Williams said. 
“The price I’m paying for the 
room and board should give 
me a better living experience ― 
this is evident in most schools 
that have similar tuitions.”
While the conditions of these 
university buildings do not hin-
der the functionality of these 
structures, the overall state of 
these buildings could definitely 
be improved. 
Josh Craton, director of Wen-
gatz Hall, weighed in on the 
subject of dorm renovation.
“In the ideal world, we would 
have money to renovate halls 
consistently,” Craton said. “I be-
lieve all halls are on a rotating 
schedule based on a sequence 
of what hall is on deck to be 
renovated next.” 
It seems that the subject of 
building renovation is on the 
task list of Taylor administra-
tion. However, improvements 
seem like they may be far down 
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Why reading a 
poem every day 
is good for you
E. E. Cummings. Emily Dickinson. 
Robert Frost. What do all these 
dead people have in common? 
They were all poets. And the 
work they completed is relevant 
to us today, even as media-hun-
gry college students. 
A lot of people get turned off by 
the notion of poetry. It brings to 
mind ugly thoughts of confusing 
classes we were forced to endure 
in high school where poems were 
written by someone we don’t know 
with a funny name. But according 
to the book “Can Poetry Matter,” by 
poet Dana Gioia, poetry is an art 
that is alive and well with more and 
more literary journals being found-
ed and published every day. It’s not 
going away any time soon. Now, 
you might be wondering why I’m 
urging you, a random Taylor stu-
dent who isn’t even quite sure why 
they’re reading this opinion piece, 
to read a poem. Let me shed some 
light on that, friend.
Adrian Matejka, the Poet Lau-
reate of Indiana, said that poet-
ry is one of the oldest forms of 
communication out there. Before 
there was the written word peo-
ple were reciting poems to each 
other to remember history, en-
tertain, and express ideas. Be-
cause of its timelessness, it will 
always have a place in our lives. 
“...It is our most essential 
public art and there is room in 
it for everyone,” Matejka said. 
“It’s cheap to create and easily 
available. Once people accept 
that there is no right or wrong 
in poetry and there are no secret 
handshakes or initiation ritu-
als necessary to writing poetry, 
creation naturally follows. And 
through that creation comes a 
kind of fundamental communi-
cation. What can be more direct 
than speaking heart to heart the 
way poems do?”
Poetry usually speaks direct-
ly from the heart of the author, 
expressing an idea that wouldn’t 
have been heard otherwise due 
to a number of barriers, includ-
ing culture, gender and class, 
to name a few. Just think of the 
impact the words of Langston 
Hughes or Maya Angelou had in 
the hands of someone outside 
the African American culture. 
Poetry is a form of nonviolent 
battle of intellect, challenging 
the perspectives of the reader 
in an artistic way. We should all 
engage in this “fight,” by read-
ing one poem at a time. I recom-
mend signing up for daily poems 
using the Poetry Foundation app. 
But, don’t take my advice too 
quickly — literally. Reading a 
poem once is a lot like reading a 
tweet and making a quick decision 
on whether or not you agree with 
the person’s statement. It’s some-
thing dangerous, especially in the 
age of instant knowledge. I believe 
reading poetry is important for us 
because it urges us to sit still, take 
in the words of the writer, and di-
gest them. We could potentially be 
missing out on an idea or concept 
that is completely new to us.
I think poet Matthew Zaprud-
er makes the best argument for 
why we should read poetry in his 
book, “Why Poetry.”
“We desperately need informa-
tion, and stories, and the news, 
and essays and everything else, 
not just for the information they 
give us, but, even more important, 
for the experience of being with a 
mind thinking clearly, understand-
ing the world so that we can better 
understand it too,” Zapruder said. 
“But we desperately need poetry, 
for something else…Poetry push-
es away some of our usual ways of 
usual language, of thinking, in or-
der to lead us up to those moments 
together, so in the moment of read-
ing, and perhaps right after, we can 
feel and know something we oth-
erwise could not.”
echo@taylor.edu
Slow down with a daily poem 
A student enjoys a quiet moment with some poetry.
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A series on disability 
awareness at Taylor
Editorial Note: This 
article is the second in 
a three part series.
“Members of Gen Z — people 
ages 15 to 21 — reported the 
worst mental health of any 
generation included in the 
American Psychological As-
sociation’s annual Stress in 
America report,” Jamie Ducha-
rme said in her TIME article 
published October 30, 2018. 
Usually, mental health is not 
as identifiable as a physical 
disability, and when students 
use it as an excuse, there is a 
risk for faculty to be dismissive 
of it. The counseling center is 
a resource that many students 
are utilizing, to the point that 
they are shorthanded. 
A former student revealed her 
struggle in finding the necessary 
help while “in crisis” for several 
weeks because the counselors’ 
caseloads were full and options 
in an area such as Upland are 
limited. Another student con-
fessed that she did not feel wel-
come or comfortable going to 
the counseling center due to 
the lack of diversity, including 
in race, gender, age, sexual ori-
entation and disability.
The need for more education-
al opportunities and the ability to 
have access to current knowledge 
of new research and best practic-
es in the field is a recurring theme. 
“I feel I’m pretty ignorant 
and unprepared, and would 
need to be educated about 
many kinds of disabilities,” 
Kevin Diller, associate profes-
sor of philosophy and religion 
said. “However, I also feel like 
I’m at an institution that helps 
me when students with needs 
are in my classroom.” 
Taylor professors are sup-
ported by the Academic Enrich-
ment Center (AEC) and Student 
Development when they have 
a student with a document-
ed disability in class; however, 
unless a student chooses to dis-
close their disability to a profes-
sor, professors are only aware of 
the accommodations they are 
required to give or how to re-
spond in certain situations. 
One professor supports stu-
dents disclosing their condition 
if they are willing so that he can 
learn how to assist a student in 
and outside of the classroom 
past the slip of paper listing re-
quired accommodations. 
Sophomore Clarisa Paschall 
led and taught a class of fresh-
man once a week last fall as a 
Foundations preceptor. She ex-
pressed concern that while ra-
cial diversity was prominently 
discussed in their training, they 
did not address disabilities at all. 
Sophomore Taylor Marshall, 
a Bergwall Personnel Assis-
tant, said that disabilities were 
touched on briefly in their 
training, but it was a “wait and 
see” situation that would be ad-
dressed if needed. Administra-
tors, staff, faculty and student 
leaders should be trained and 
be empowered to acknowledge 
disabilities and help address 
any issues. 
If you don’t have a disability, 
it can be difficult to understand 
living in a world designed for 
non-disabled individuals and 
the emotional and psychologi-
cal effects it has. Try navigating 
Taylor’s campus in a wheel-
chair, or simply turn on the 
accessibility settings on your 
smartphone and attempt to 
operate an app as a blind user. 
It’s easy to feel isolated and de-
tached from a community when 
you can’t do the same things as 
your peers. I have friends who 
can’t eat in the Dining Commons 
or attend events like chapel and 
Silent Night because of their 
mental and health challenges. 
I would like to propose a dis-
ability club or organization on 
campus where anyone can join 
to encourage one another, learn 
more about disabilities and un-
derstand the impact it has on 
a person’s life, community and 
world. We have the Black Stu-
dent Union, International Stu-
dent Society and a psychology 
club, why not disability support 
and awareness?
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Senior Emmanuel Boateng navigates campus on crutches.
Photograph by Jazmin Tuscani
Recognizing mental disability at Taylor
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Scoreboard
Baseball 
2/16 Brescia                                 L 2-0
2/16 Brescia                                W 3-2
Men’s Basketball
2/20 Spring Arbor                     L 71-70
Women’s Basketball
2/16 Grace                              W 92-66
2/19 Spring Arbor                   W 80-55
Softball
2/15 Lindsay Wilson                     L 8-3
2/15 Union                                 W 6-4
Women’s Golf
2/18 Georgetown Invitational    4th of 9




Photograph by Meagan Bartow
Assistant head coach Quinn McDowell is pictured during the team’s recent practice.
BASEBALL
2/22 IU-South Bend 1 p.m.
2/22 IU-South Bend 3 p.m.
2/23 IU-South Bend 1 p.m.
2/23 IU-South Bend 3 p.m.
2/26 Cincinnati Christian (A) 1 p.m.
2/26 Cincinnati Christian (A) 3 p.m.
3/1 Indiana Tech 3 p.m.
MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
2/28 NAIA Indoor National Champion-
ship (A) 12 p.m.
3/1 NAIA Indoor National Champion-
ship (A) 12 p.m.
WOMEN’S BASKTEBALL
2/22 Saint Francis 7 p.m.
2/25 TBA 7 p.m.
WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD
2/28 NAIA Indoor National Champion-
ship (A) 12 p.m.
3/1 NAIA Indoor National Champion-
ship (A) 12 p.m.
SOFTBALL
2/22 Indiana Tech (A) 12 p.m.
2/22 Indiana Tech (A) 2 p.m.
3/1 IU-Southeast (A) 2 p.m.
3/1 IU-Southeast (A) 4 p.m.
McDowell reflects on pro basketball career





People around Upland 
know Quinn McDowell 
as the f irst-year men’s 
b a s k e t b a l l  a s s i s t a n t 
coach .  O n th e b ench , 
h e sits  closest  to  th e 
players,  towering over 
the other coaches. Pri-
or to Taylor,  he served 
a s  a  Virgini a  We sl e y-
an University assistant 
coach for two years.
 S o m e  p e o p l e  m a y 
b e surpri sed to learn 
ab out  hi s  profe ssion-
a l  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y -
ing career.
 “After  my career  in 
c o l l ege  at  Wi l l i am  & 
Mar y,  I  fe l t  l i ke  G o d 
continued to give me 
a passion to play bas-
ketball ,” McDowell said. 
“A n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y 
based on . .  .  some of the 
career I had throughout 
the four years  at  Wil-
liam & Mary.”
 In Januar y 2013 ,  he 
s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  Wi l -
letton Tigers in Perth , 
Au st ra l i a .  He  p l ay e d 
a l l  2 6  g a m e s  o f  t h e 
2013 States Basketball 
L e a g u e  ( SBL )  s e a s on . 
He  f ini sh ed w ith  th e 
h i g h e s t  t h r e e - p o i n t 
percentage and made 
t h e  2 0 1 3  M e n’s  S B L 
All-Star team.
 O n No v.  1 ,  2 013 ,  h e 
g o t  d r a f t e d  b y  t h e 
Sprin g f i e l d  Ar m or  of 
th e NBA G Leagu e.  He 
played 22 games of  the 
2013–14 season before 
t h e y  p l a c e d  h i m  o n 
w a i v e r s .  D e s p i t e  h i s 
short  stint ,  h e played 
w ith NBA pl ayers  Wi l-
l i e  R e e d  a n d  D a r i u s 
Johnson-Odom .
 “ The NBA G League 
pro b ably  has  –  more 
now than (when) I ever 
p l ay e d  s e v e ra l  y e a r s 
ago – a lot  of  individ-
ual  talent,”  McDowell 
said. “(There are) a lot 
of  g reat  pl ayers  th at 
h a d  re a l ly  g o o d  c o l -
lege careers.  It ’s  prob-
ably more of a business 
in  som e ways in  that 
e ver yon e i s  tr ying to 
move up.” 
 He  re - s i g n e d  w i t h 
the Tigers just in time 
to play during the 2014 
SBL season. In his sec-
ond season, McDowell 
averaged 30 points and 
10 rebounds per game.
 Following his second 
season with the Tigers, 
McDowell signed with 
a Spanish League team. 
He played 25 of Choco-
lates Trapa Palencia’s 31 
total games, averaging 
11.6 points per game.
 “ We lived in a small 
town which was a true 
c u l t u ra l  e x p e r i e n c e ,” 
Mc D o w e l l  s a i d .  “ My 
wife taught English to 
natives .  .  .  we walked 
m o st  pl a c e s .  We had 
to learn how to drive a 
stick shift.”
 He and his wife, Lind-
sey, took weekend trips 
to explore dif ferent cit-
ies and experience the 
Spanish culture. Since 
their marriage in 2012, 
she plays a consistent 
role in his inconsistent 
life. 
 In Spain, they met a 
group of elder mission-
aries who befriended a 
lot of professionals.
 “Back in the day be-
f o re  a l l  o f  t h e  t e c h -
n o l o g y  o f  Fa c e Ti m e 
a n d  i P h o n e s ,  t h e y ’d 
spend like thousands 
and thousands of  dol-
l a r s  o n  p h o n e  c a l l s ,” 
he said . “ They were so 
l o n e ly  a n d  w h a t e v e r 
and you don’t have that 
kind of communication 
back home.”
 When his year -long 
contract f inished, the 
McDowel l ’s  moved to 
L atvia  in  East ern Eu-
rope. He played for VEF 
Riga during the 2015–
16 season.
 Lindsey became preg-
nant and they planned 
t o  h av e  th e  c h i l d  i n 
Latvia. 
 “ To kind of see East-
ern Europe from that 
perspective and some 
of the inf luences of  .  . 
.  various occupations 
from the Soviet Union 
and from Germany over 
the years .  .  .  it  was real-
ly interesting,” he said .
 Th e  L atv i a  B a ske t -
b a l l  L e a g u e  p o s e d 
som e n ew chal lenges 
f or  h i m .  He  re c e iv e d 
i n c o n si st e n t  p l ay i n g 
time and the competi-
tion was better.
 His basketball career 
ended with a knee in-
jur y during a game in 
Krasnoyarsk, Russia. 
“At  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 
game, I came down on 
a  fast  break and just 
h e a rd  my  k n e e  p o p ,” 
McDowell said. “And, I 
knew right away that it 
was bad.”
W hi l e  b ein g h elp ed 
up, his career f lashed 
before his eyes. He said 
h e  re m e m b e re d  h o w 
God remained with Jo-
seph through the hard-
ships he suf fered .  He 
realized God would be 
with him through his 
pain too.
Today, McDowell ,  29, 
and Lindsey live in Up-
land with their two boys, 
Titus and Ezra. He ad-
vises several of his Tay-
lor players who want to 
play professionally.
“In terms of wanting 
to be a pro,  probably 
the best advice I  ever 
got was .  .  .   you have 
to behave like a profes-
sional before you’re af-
forded the opportunity 
to  b e  a  professional ,” 
he said.
He and Lindsey look 
b a ck fon d ly  on th eir 
int ernational  travel s . 
In  spit e  of  career  un-
c e r t a i n t y  a n d  r a p i d 
change,  th ey al lowed 
God to guide their path. 
echo@taylor.edu
 Women’s basketball secures regular season title
Trojans go into the 
Crossroads League 
Tournament as 
the first seed 
Alec Tebben
Staff Writer
The Taylor women’s bas-
ketball team secured the 
regular season title in the 
Crossroads League with a 
win over Grace College last 
Saturday, Feb. 16. The team 
shared the title with Mar-
ian University. However, 
Taylor won the tiebreaker 
according to conference 
rules and now owns the 
f irst seed for the Cross-
roads League Tournament. 
The team also earned a 
spot in the NAIA Nation-
al Tournament.
“The team executed the 
game plan on both ends 
of the court,” Head Coach 
Jody Martinez said. “Plus 
it helps when you hit 20 
3-pointers.”
T h e  v i c t o r y  w a s  t h e 
team’s 17th straight win. It 
was also their 16th straight 
conference win, a new re-
cord for the program.
Martinez said unity and 
role playing have been 
key to the team’s success 
this season.
“ This team loves each 
other and their work eth-
ic is why they were able 
to win 17 straight games,” 
Martinez said.
Hard work and intensity 
have also been character-
istic of the team this sea-
son. Senior Lacey Garrett 
said the team has picked 
up their defensive inten-
sity, which has also fueled 
their offense.
Junior Becca Buchs said 
the players have individu-
ally put in work to better 
themselves, which helps 
the team grow as a whole. 
Each player ’s  strengths 
contribute to make the 
team what it is.
Buchs also said that as 
the team drew closer to 
the end of the regular sea-
son, they focused on tak-
ing it  one day and one 
opponent at a time. Gar-
rett said this “one game 
at a time mentality ” has 
helped the team succeed.
Garrett said the team is 
one of the hardest working 
she has ever been a part of.
“ E v e r y  p l a y e r  p o u r s 
their whole heart into ev-
ery game,” Garrett said. “I 
know as a senior…I could 
not ask for any better team 
to f inish up my career 
with…we play together as 
more than teammates…we 
are sisters.”
T h e  t e a m  w o n  t h e i r 
f irst game of the Cross-
roads League Tournament 
against Spring Arbor Uni-
versity on Tuesday. Marti-
nez said the team will have 
their work cut out for them 
in the tournament, since 
other teams will be target-
ing them as the first seed.
However, they don’t need 
to worry too much about 
the results of the tourna-
ment.  The team has al-
ready qualified for the NAIA 
National Tournament. Now 
they can just focus on com-
peting well and earning a 
good seed for nationals.
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Taylor University
The bench reacts to a three pointer during Taylor’s league clinching game vs. Grace College.
“I know as a senior, I could not ask for any 
better team to finish up my career with”
Women’s basketball secures regular season 
title
A t h l e t e s  o f  t h e  W e e k
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